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THE CURRENT TOPONYM S HABITUALLY USED BY FISHERFOL K
IN THE NANHAT IS AND S

L U Nanwei
(College of Geography Sciencg South China Nomal U niversity, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: Four primary characteristics of the place nanesof the Nanhai islands, which have popularized for the first
time since the founding of the People’ sRepublic of China, are exanined One of the characteristics is the adoption of
the place nanes habitually used by the fishemen living in or aound the idands for official pupose Thos place
names are originated fram the nautical annuals of the fishemen’s ancesiors, such as The Book for Electing the Right
way, aswell as the investigation reportsmade by sme institutions concemed The modem meaningsof the nanes of
the coral reefs in the Nanhai are verified and their classification is investigated The geogrgphical features reflected
fran the place nanes used by the fishemen are studied It ispointed out that the adoption of the place namesof the
Nanhai Isands habitually used by local fishemen isof significance © toponymy and defending state svereignty.
Key words Nanhai Idands Toponyms habitually used by fishemen



